
RECITALS AND REMINISCENCES.
Storks Eminently Worth Telling of Experiences and Adventures

in the Great National Straggle.

McCLELLAX DRAGOONS.

Notrn on Kariy Days mt Cavalry.
Editor National Tribune: T tiave al-

%-aya been, and expect to continue till
my last day, a constant reader of the
soldiers' paper. The National Tribune,
and have long been on the lookout for
a chance to "butt in." Now one offers,
and here I am.

Lieut. Kempster, 10th N. Y. Cav., in
his "Early Days of Cavalry," says:
"The Chicago Dragoons, commanded by
Charles W. Barker, numbering 110'men
. ? . 4*were mustered out in Sep¬

tember, 1861," etc., etc. The facts in
the case are. the Dragoons were mus¬
tered in April 19, 1861, and claimed to
be the first volunteer cavalry accepted
during the war. for three months. At
the expiration of the three months, in
July, they were mustered out in West
Virginia, at Gen. McCleHan's head¬
quarters. Capt. Barker made a depot
and stored his equipments, left a guard

Military Rifcntlon*.
Editor National Tribune: I read in

your last issue an account of a double
military execution of soldiers for deser¬
tion. It brought to my mind the execu¬
tion of two soldiers by hanging at
Yorktown. Va., in the Spring of 1863.
At that time my regiment, the 168th
N. Y., was attached to Gen. Busteed's
Brigade. First Division, Fourth Corps,
commanded by Gen. E. D. Keys. It is
a long time ago, but the incident made
such an impression on my mind that I
can still see the scaffold standing and
almost hear the jlrop fall. As our regi¬
ment formed guard around the scaf¬
fold I thought then, with many of my
comrades, that at that time a better use
could be made of Union soldiers. I am
sure a majority of the boys thought the
penalty too severe for the crime. I
know that the officers took precautions
not to let the news of the-hanging reach
the North".

' There was a paper pub¬
lished at the fort called the Yorktown
Cavalier, and the issue,' with account
of hanging, was taken from the soldiers
and also from the regimental mail-bags

..SUB-TERRA SHELLS COMMENCED EXPLODING UNDER OUR HORSES*
SHOES."

with them, and returned with his men
to Chicago. He there recruited a new
company, containing many of his old
command, while others of their num¬
ber entered other commands, in higher
positions, and some rose to considera¬
ble distinction. Geo. A. Forsyth,
"Sandy," I believe was Corporal in the
three months command. All close
readers of the annals of the war times
know something of his career, espec¬
ially of his last battle. He still lives,
I believe, and if necessary can vouch
for at least some of our dates.
With the new company Barker re¬

turned to his depot in West Virginia.
The date of the muster of this com¬
pany, now the McClellan (heretofore
the Chicago) Dragoons, was Aug. 2, I
think. They mounted with the old
equipments, and wearing the old uni¬
forms, gray jackets, rode as a com¬
mand and under very strict discipline,
to Washington, where they immediately
went on duty at McClellan's headquar¬
ters, as escort, mounted orderlies, mes¬
sengers, etc.

It was soon manifest that 100 men
were not sufficient for this duty. So
Gen. McClellan instructed Capt. Bar¬
ker to return to Illinois and see if he
could procure 100 more as competent
men and good horsemen as he then
commanded. If so, he would commis¬
sion him as Major.
As the Chicago papers of the date

said. Barker selected his 102 men from
a great number, and selected so well
that when he reported to headquarters
with them they were not required to
pass any surgical examination-^all the
formula being holding up their hands
and "mustering in."
The date of this second company for

three years' enlistment was Oct. 22.
1861. The date of the organization of
the squadron of two companies was
Nov. 1, '61. Here is where Capt. Shears
comes in. He was a Lieutenant of the
first three years company, and was Cap¬
tain of Co A of the squadron. He com¬
manded the 12th 111. Cav. on the field
of Gettysburg, and no doubt handled it
as well as any regiment on that field.
David C. Brown, First Sergeant of the
first three-years company, was Captain
of Co. B, McClellan Dragoons. Barker
commanded the squadron as Major un¬
til at Harrison's Landing, in July, 1862,
where he resigned.
The squadron accompanied McClellan

to the Peninsula in March, 1862.
When the Johnnies evacuated York-

town. Gen. Stoneman borrowed the
Dragoons, as he tried to in every emer¬
gency. and with them at the head of
his column took up the pursuit earlySunday morning. May 4. As soon as
we rode through the rebel works sub-
terra shells commenced exploding un¬
der our horses' shoes. The first killed
a horse and badly wounded its rider,
Knobei Irish. Overtaking the rear
guard of the retreating forces near Wil¬
liamsburg. that beautiful Sunday, we
had out first regular baptism in bat¬
tle. In a hot contest with "Jeff Davis
Legion," a mounted command, Royceand Smith were shot dead, and several
horses went down.
As escort, messengers, etc., we were

on every one of the Peninsular fields.
McClellan loaned his mounted es¬

cort to ride from Alexandria to Bull
Run No. 2 with Gen. Franklin.
We rode with our beloved chief to

South Mountain and Antietam, and well
remember that dreary, wintry day that
McClellan and Burnside rode together
in advance of the staff and escort, go¬ing south, and we were informed while
standing to horse that evening at War-
rcnton that that was our last ride with
McClellan as commander of the Armyof the Potomac.
The command stayed at headquartersthrough Burnside's ill-starred com¬

mand.
The 4th day of March, 1863, soon

after Hooker assumed his career
of blunders a.s commander of the
great army, the McClellan Dragoons,with <*aptx. Shears and Brown still com¬
manding their respective companies,bidding adieu to the headquarters with
which they had so long been attached,rode over to Potomac Creek Landing,went into camp with the 12lh III. Cav.,and from A and B McClellan Dragoonsbecame Cos. H and I, 12th 111. Cav.

This statement of facts from one who
might say "All of which 1 saw. and partof which I was," is at your service, Mr.Kditor. The object of puting the truth
on record is all that prompted Its re-dtsl..J. Mark Potts, Antler, Mo.

going North, probably for effect It would
have on enlistments, as at that time the
army needed all the recruifs it could
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WAGNER'S MEN.

Slight Loaa Snatalaed by tkr BHfade
Before Ike Works Were Reached.

Editor National Tribune: I have read
Capt. R. C. Rice's account of the battle
of Franklin with intense interest. In
general he gives a vivid picture of that,
awful fight, but. using the figure he
employs in his first paragraph, I must
say that he furnishes some more chaff
for the future historian to blow away.
He challenges correction, and I accept
the challenge. The spirit of his article
is excellent, and I simply want my
statements placed beside his for the
future historian to consider.

In the first place, I want to say that
I probably saw as much of the battle
of Franklin as any one man. This may
seem at first glance like boasting, but
there is no boasting in it.

'

I actually
saw little of the fight. No one man
saw much of it. I did not see the bat¬
tle from the standpoints of Gens. Scho-
field. Cox. Stanley or Opdycke or Capt.
Rice; but they did not see the battle
from my standpoint, either. My regi¬
ment. the 26th Ohio, occupied the ex¬
treme right of the two brigades left
out in front through the blunder of
some one. My company was D, and
since the regiment had only a few over
a hundred in line, I was pretty close to
the extreme right of the advanced line.
Our position was of necessity a little
closer to the fortifications than the cen¬
ter was, and when we fell back we nat¬
urally reached the fortifications first.
I crossed the breastworks just east of
the locust grove so often mentioned.
The works were then practically de¬
serted. We stopped there and began
firing. I fired several shots before the
rebels got up to our hastily-constructed'
fortifications. I cannot tell how the:
line gave way. Men seemed to be
leaving the works on each side of me,
and back I went. I went as far as the
Carter House. Then there was a move¬
ment that sent us back to the front,
and this movement seemed spontane¬
ous. I was with those who restored
the line. I remained on the firing line
till 10 o'clock or later. After the last
charge had been made and we had
waited to see whether the fighting
would be renewed, I leaned my head
against the works. I was so thoroughly
exhausted that I soon fell asleep. At
last one of the picket line shook me
and woke me up. Then I was aston¬
ished to find that our army had crossed
the river, and only a picket line was
keeping up the firing. As I passed be¬
hind the Carter House my heart was
moved by the large number of wounded
lying there. They did not seem to real¬
ize that they were to be left to the care
of the enemy.

I have given this personal narrative
to show that I was in the fight from
start to finish. I fired about 200 shots
from my Enfield.
Many things that I mention now

must be given from testimony. Much
of what Capt. Rice has written was the
opinion of others. A few things that
he has said cannot be sustantiated from
testimony at all. I have read the most
that has been written about the fight.
Gen. Cox's book came out in 1882, not
in 1890, as the Captain says. That was
23 years ago. I reviewed the book at
the time, and had an Interesting corre¬
spondence with Gen. Cox concerning
the correctness of some of his state¬
ments. I also had some interesting let-
ters from Gov. Porter, of Tennessee,
who was the Chief of Gen. Cheatham's
staff. Gens. Cheatham and Porter both
confirmed my opinion on disputed
points. Their testimony was worth more
than any opinion that might be ex¬
pressed by our men. They viewed the
battlefield In all its horrors a few min-
utes after our men crossed the river.
When I wrote my account of the

fight more than 23 years ago, I had this
to say concerning Opdycke's men:

"All unite in rendering to Col. Op¬
dycke and his brigade unqualified praise
for their part in the battle. The praise
that they have received was fairly
won."
That was my opinion 40 years ago,

20 years ago, and It is my opinion to-
I th!nk Capt- dice's claim

that Opdycke's Brigade alone, unaided,
retook and restored the line" is pre¬
posterous. I heartily agree with the
Captain that "the general sentiment at
the time Is the best criterion." It cer-

the opinion of the Second
and Third Brigades at the time that
they were In the heat of the fight, not
simply In the retreat, but In the contest
that raged with such fury about the
Pfkf- .1 never heard the question of
their being present raised until Gen.
Coxs book came out 18 years after the
fight. Gen. Cox, in speaking of the two
brigades, says: "He (Wagner) rallied
the disorganized brigades at the river,
but they were not again carried Into
action." This statement called out the
correspondence that I had with Gen.
.?x* ,

Now' let us look at the actual
situation Just before the rebels make
their charge. Strickland's and Reilly's
Brigades held the center on each side
of the pike. Opdycke's Brigade lay a
snort distance in the rear, as a reserve.
Wagner's other two brigades lay In
front. When Wagner's two brigades
fell back the rebels followed close at
our heels. In fact, it was a race to see
which would reach the works first,
v^hat was the situation one minute
after the rebel line broke our center^
The two brigades of the Twenty-third
Corps and Wagner's two brigades had
fallen back 25 or 30 yards. This is cer¬
tainly true of Wagner's men. Col. Op¬
dycke's Brigade was charging up the
pike to restore the line. Here, then
were five brigades in the vicinity of the
pike, and some of them, or all of them
restored the line. Gen. Cox would have
us believe that two of those brigadesextricated themselves from that con¬
fused mass and quietly retired to the
river in the rear, while the other three
brigades restored the line. Capt. ftice
would have us believe that one brigade,Opdycke s, extricated Itself from that
mass and restored the line, "alone, un¬
aided. Is it not more reasonable to
suppose that men from all five of the
brigades restored the line? If the honor
ot restoring the line does not belong to
all five °f the brigades, must not much
?l .

honor belong to the two brigadesthat suffered most heavily? The ques¬tion of loss is an argument absolutely
incontrovertible. Let us examine It. I
suppose that Gen. Cox had access to
the official records and gives them cor-,

n? says that the Union loss was1
J,326, and adds that more than 1,000
were in the two brigades of Wagner,Where did these two brigades suffer
tnis loss, a loss almost as great as all
the rest of the army together? They
certainly did not lose any men back at
the river. Had they been there, theywould have been out of the fight. Thev
certainly did not lose the men In front
of the works in the retreat. There was
no firing that amounted even to a lively
skirmish until the rebels got practically
up to our works. The Confederates
were trying to reach the works as soon
as we did. They did not fire to amount
to anything, and those of us retreating
were otherwise engaged. As an eye¬witness of the movement I was abso¬
lutely sure that our two brigades did
not suffer any considerable loss In
front. More than 20 years ago I wrote

I>- Porter, of Tennessee,
Inr h?m Jh Cheatham's staff, ask-
1h5 hITJi on the rooming afterthe battle there were any Federal dead
or wounded any distance In front of theworks, and whether the Confederates,captured any considerable number ofWagners men. He replied that there
were no dead or wounded of the Fed¬eral army any distance in front of theworks and that Wagner's two brigades!lost but a trifling number of men In the
retreat. Making his statement more
specific, he added that perhaps 15 or20 men who had been wounded threwdown their arms and surrendered A
wUh

a"er hc had conferredwith Gen. Cheatham, he wrote
a*ai"- wyjnar that In Gen. Cheatham'sopinion Wagner's loss In front of the

more insignificant than hehad estimated It. Gen. Cheatham also
says that his command lost scarcely a

g-sathey *ot w,thin
It Is perfectly plain, then, that Wag¬

ner s two brigades did not sustain any

loss to speak of in front of the works.
They could not have losfc t&y men had
they been back at the river out of the
fight. How is it, then, thaH these two
brigades lost nearly as rffany men as all
the rest of the army? it (fan.only be
accounted for on the grouitd that theybore the brunt of the fighto that ragedwith such fury in the.: .vicinity of the
pike. Of course, I believie thsat the other
brigades mentioned we*e also there. I
may say that we were all mixed up in
the works, and no officers pretended to
give command. I doubt whether any
company officer in my .pari of the line
could have mustered five «ien of his
company. The officers did- good work,
however, in carrying ammunition.

Gen. Cox says that jKeUly's Division
captured 22 Hags and O^pdypke's 10. He
asserts that this statem^nt^as verified.
My private opinion is that Conrad's and
Lane's Brigades were too busy to pick
up flags. I freely confess that in going
from the Carter House back to the
works I would not have picked up a
flag had there been a dozen under my
feet.

Chaplain Van Home, who sustained
the closest relations to Gen. Thomas,
and doubtless often reflected the opinion
of the great commander, says, in de¬
scribing the battle: "The victory turned
upon the quick forma'*on of Lane's
Brigade in the works, the gallant ac¬
tion of Opdycke and his brigade, and
subsequently upon the stubborn resist¬
ance of all the troops in line of bat¬
tle."

This, I believe, will be the verdict of
history..W. W. Gist. Co. D, 26th Ohio,
Cedar Falls, .Iowa.

An Aadrrsoavilk Prlaoaer.
Edttor National Tribune: I am an

old subscriber to your \ejy interesting
and valuable paper, but sorry to say
that my name has not been on your roll
for quite a number of years. I am not
a deserter, but absent without leave,
and promise to renew my subscription
as soon as practicable.

I expect to go to Andersonville next
month, to be present at the dedication
of the Pennsylvania Monument. I was
Captain of the tunnel gang who un¬
earthed the famous spring. I wrote an
item several years ago, and sent it to
The National Tribune, which was pub¬
lished, telling how it occurred. It might
be well to tell it again. I got permis¬
sion to dig a well, and located it on the
north side about 80 feet from the stock¬
ade and 160 or 200 from the branch or
stream. We dug the well about 24 feet
deep before commencing our tunnel,
which was commenced about 12 feet
from the surface. We were digging
tunnel and Ailing up well at night and
digging well in daylight. After diggingabout 40 feet we found that we were
too near the surface, as we could hear
the tramp of the boys above us going
to and from the branch for water at all
hours of the night. We could not have
been more than two and a half feet
below the surf&ce. So we commenced
a downward grade. After going about
70 feet from the well, and nearlng the
stockade, the one digging in the tunnel
came out and reported the eartfi very
moist. I went in to find that the report
was correct, thinking that we might
change our course and avoid the moist¬
ure. I heard water running near by. I
took the caseknife, which was the only
tool we had to dig with, and thrust it
in where the sound ca/f\e from. Imme¬
diately the water came rushing out
nearly as large as my wrist. I lost no
time in getting back to the well, and
reported. This was aboi^t, 2 a. m. We
waited until about 4 a-.tifofor the water
to make its way through the tunnel
into the well, then concluded that it
had found its way out in some other
direction, so went to investigate, and
found a r.ice stream of water comingout Just under the dead-line. This put
an end to our tunnel. : It was truly a
wonder< to all what caused the springto break out, but those who did know
did not dare tell, tor fear of beingstrung up by the thumb* by old Wire
for an attempt to escape. I hope to see
some of my famous tunnelers at Ander¬
sonville..Edwin Clark, Sergeant, Co. I,111th Pa., Geneva, Pa» <<<

.w. * .11 *

"Path** Locke." .« *

Editor National Tribune: The com-
munication of H, M. Gregg, at West-
brook, Me., In issue of 9th Inst., seems
to me to give a correct solution as to
fate of Father Locke. I recall dis¬
tinctly, when marching with the Elev¬
enth Corps on road through Maryland
to Virginia, somewhere between Fred¬
erick and'Boonsboro, having the body of
a spy hanging to a tree pointed^ Wtr ta,
the troops. All that could be-distin¬
guished from the road we were ©n»was
a dark, muffled figure, but we were told
his name was Richardson, professingto be a retailer of books. About all of
the army knew of the incident, and
those marching by that road which
took us through Funkstown and Mid-
dletown saw the body hanging there.
I never heard of Its being supposed to
be Father Locke. The exact date I can¬
not recall, but a comrade of my com¬
pany, Myron H. Dunn, who had pickedand eaten some green apples that day,
was taken sick and died in a few hours
that night, and we burled him In the
morning near the spot. The records at
Washington would show the date of
his death..Wm. G. Ferguson, Co. H,
168th N. Y., Eleventh Corps, Army of
the Potomac, 27 Pulaski street, Brook¬
lyn, N. Y. '

The 18th Mich, at Beatoavllle.
Editor National Tribune: It is claim¬

ed that our brigade, consisting of the
13th Mich., 21st Mich, and 69th Ohio,did not open the fight at Bentonville,
N. C. I want to say for the benefit of
those concerned that the Second Bri¬
gade of the First Division of the Four¬
teenth Corps made the charge on that
sunny Sunday afternoon of March 19,
1865. Not a gun was fired until we
fired it. I know whereof I speak. I
ate the last roasted corn and a little
piece of bacon the day of the fight for
my dinner. We had been eating roast¬
ed corn then for about two weeks, and
what I was going to do for supper I'
did not know. I went out among the
wagons to see what I could find. I
saw a mule tied to a stake, eating some¬
thing. I walked up, and he had a half
ear of corn left, and I stole that or I
would have been supperless that night.I would* be glad to hear from a 69th
Ohio boy any time..W. A. De Hart,
Co. C, 13th Mich., Vickerysville, Mich.

The Burning of the Judith.
Editor National Tribune: I was very

much interested in reading your ac¬
count of the burning of the schooner
Judith at Pensacola in 1861, as I was
there and took part in the deed. I was
one of the crew on the Colorado. The
incident occurred very nearly as you
have it in The National Tribune. We
had rather a thrilling 'time for a few
minutes, and if they had known we
were coming it might have been worse.
Now, about the tompion. I, being the
painter, lettered it and got it ready to
send North for Lieut. Russell, although
he did not take It ff-oiri 'the gun. It was
done by one of our ctk'ir. Russell, I do
not think, knew of ittf being captured
until it was brought td 'Our ship; but, of
course, the officer received all the praise.
.Joseph M. Perry,'Brockton, Mass.

L».<
The Battle of the Crater.

Editor National Tribune: Please let
me know through ,your paper the date
the fort in front of Petersburg was
blown up. I was in Battery D, 2d Inde¬
pendent Pa. L. A., Ninth Corps. Part
of the battery was in Fort Hell and partin Fort Steadman until the evacuation
of Petersburg..William Dreiler, Pitts¬
burg, Pa.
The mine explosion in front of Peters¬

burg occurred July 30, 1864, and the
troops engaged were those of the NinthCorps, supported by the EighteenthCorps, with the Second and Fifth Corpsin reserve..Editor National Tribune.

The MTtk N, Y.
William H. Arnot, Rutland, Pa.,writes that his regiment, the 107th N.V., was the first regiment under the callfor 300,000 men. Comrade Arnot, whoserved in Co. A, claims to be the young¬est soldier of the regiment

BOSTON CORBETT.

An Army Comrade Tells «( HI* Servlee
la the War.

Editor National Tribune: Two ques¬
tions have been asked In The National
iribune lately about Boston Corbett,
the first by Comrade H. B. Van Vetsor,

C£' I' 12th N T- s- M > and Co. H.
*d N. J. three years. The first ques¬
tion is: "Was Boston Corbett drummed
Put the U. S. service while serving
in Co. I, 12th N. Y. S. M.. in 18«tr*
l he second question was by Capt. Henry
Earclay, Co. K, 12th N. Y. S. M., 1862,
to ascertain, if possible, the final camp-
1n*-ground of my Sergeant, Boston Cor¬
bett. I knew Boston Corbett well, and
Comrade Van Velsor is mistaken. Cor¬
bett was never drummed out of the U.
v ®trv,ce while serving In the 12th N.
Y. S. M. but served three terms with
that regiment and received three hon-
crable discharges. He then re-enlisted
in the 16th N. Y. V. C., and served to
the close of the war. His name was
John Corbett until he reached man's
estate. Just before the civil war he was
working In Boston, Mass., and attend-
d8' lhe Methodist Episcopal Church at
Brookline, where he was converted.
When he came up to be baptised or
christened he became confused when
he saw he was the only grown person
at the altar rail, the others being chil¬
dren in arms, and when the minister
asked him what name Corbett thought
he asked where from, and answered
Boston, a id the good man promptly
christened him Boston, and ever after¬
wards he would be known only as Bos¬
ton Corbett. He was considered by the
boys in the regiment as a religious
fanatic, and they used to annoy him
considerably. Capt. Barclay writes
about his shooting a comrade while
coming down from Winchester. That
Is correct, and in '63, when the regi¬
ment was ordered to the front again,
we opened a recruiting office in the
armory, corner Fourth street and
Broadway, New York City. Corbett was
standing by the desk. I started out,
when I met the comrade he had shot,
sneaking up the stairs. I said: "Hello,
Dan." He answered: "Get out of the
way, and lushed by me. I followed,
and saw him run at Corbett and hit
nlm a flush blow on the chin, knocking
him senseless. We grabbed Ban, and
handed him over to the police, and
then started to bring Corbett to. He
revived after a while, and when asked
if he was hurt he answered: "Not very
much. I have been expecting this for
some time." The next morning we
started for Harrisburg. On reaching
Harrisburg we crossed the Susquehanna
River and marched to Marysville, where
we intrenched. After Gettysburg we
marched to Carlisle, then to Shippens-
burg. where we threw away our knap¬
sacks and began a forced march after
Lee s army. On entering Chambers-
burg we were ordered to close up ranks.
A Sergeant of Co. C, holding the left of
his company line, did not please his
Second Lieutenant, who ordered him to
keep the line more steady. He said he
could not on account of the ruts In the
road. The Lieutenant caid he would
help him, and grabbed him by the neck
and pushed him up in the road. The
Sergeant turned and knocked the Lieu¬
tenant down. For this he was placed
under arrest and ordered to be taken
in front of the regiment at dress pa-
rade, his stripes ripped off, and be held
for court-martial. This duty fell to Bos-
ton Corbett, he being Sergeant of the
guard. He asked the officer of the
guard to relieve hfm, as he could not
do it. The officer of the guard refused
his request. Then Corbett went to Col.
Ward. The Colonel told him it was his
duty, and he would have to do It. He
said: "Colonel, I cannot humiliate a
comrade that way. There is a way out
12 'V, 1 win tear my own stripes off
first, and he took out his knife to do
it. The Colonel said: "Hold on, Cor¬
bett; if you feel so bad about It as all
iV??4 1 wiU have you relieved;" and he
did. We next got Into the Scotland
swamps, south of Chambersburg, as
nasty a hole as I ever was In. We
neither had tents over us or blankets
under us; muck and rain, with a large
squad of prisoners to look after. We
built campfires with fence rails to dry
the ground enough to lie on. Corbett
was at the next fire to us. Before lying
(down he got on his knees, in prayer.
Some of the boys had loaded up with
whisky at Chambersburg, and were ripe
forfun, and began bombarding Corbett
witir muck. He never resented It, but
continued or. his knees until he fln-
ilahed, then huddled up to the fire and
went to sleep. When we got out of the
swamps we pushed on to Greencastle,
where we received orders to return to
New York City on account of the draft
riots. After the riots we were mustered
out of the service. Corbett was taken
prisoner of war twice; first by Stone¬
wall Jackson, while with the 12th N.
Y., at Harper's Ferry, in 1862, and

fhfr«thyNMYosvy'cwhlle servlng with

After the war Corbett worked for
Lspenscheld, the hatter, on Nassau
street, between Beekman and Ann
streets, New York City, for a couple of
years; then went West, but did not re¬
main there long. The last time I met
Corbett was at the Methodist camp-
meeting at Sing Sing, now Ossinlng, N.
Y. This was about 1872. He had be¬
come an evangelist preacher, and short¬
ly after this time he was given charge
of a Methodist Mission at Camden, N.
J. He hela that charge for severai
years. I heard that he died while in
that service..Jacob A. Johntry, Co. A,
York City^"N.18Y2 63' CUy Island' New

A Picture of Bostoa Corbett.
Mr. Henry Barclay, of Jefferson, Iowa

has sent The National Tribune a photo¬
graph of Boston Corbett, which the lat¬
ter presented to his father, Capt. Henry

BOSTON CORBETT.

Barclay, Immediately after the close of
the war. The picture herewith given Is
reproduced from it. Mr. Barclay writes
that he is confident that Boston Corbett
Is not among the living.

The 9th Wla.
Editor National Tribune: Though I

have read a great deal about the differ¬
ent regiments, I have never seen any-
thing about the 9th Wis., and wish that
you would be so kind as to publish
something about it..Daniel G. Erhardt
Racine, Wis.

'

The 9th Wis. was organized at Mil¬
waukee from Oct. 29 to Nov. 26, 1861,
to serve three years, and finally mus¬
tered out Jan. 30, 1866. The first Col¬
onel was Frederick Salomon, who was
promoted to Brigadier-General and suc¬
ceeded by Col. Charles E. Salomon, who
was mustered out on expiration of ser¬
vice and brevetted a Brigadier-General.

eut.-Col. Arthur Jacob! was in com¬
mand of the regiment when it was mus¬
tered out The 9th Wfls. belonged to
Salomons Division, Seventh Corps,
A1.1®? °* ^e Trans-Mississippi, and
lost 77 men killed and 114 died from
disease.Editor National Tribune.

BENTON'S BRIGADE.
A Story of Desperate Plfhtlag B«(«rt

Vlrk*bnr|.
Editor National Tribune: I have been

following you in your narrative of
c.rant s \ icksburg campaign with In¬
tense interest, as my regiment was one

**}*» flrst- «f not the first, infantry
roclrnent engaged on May 1. 1863, at
Magnolia.Rill (called the battle of Port
iiiDwn, which, however, Is six miles
oi more distant), and participated In
most of the battles of that campaign
and the -siege, also in the taking of
Jackson the second time. From my
recollection of those events voar narra¬
tive is remarkable for its faithfulness
in the main; but I must ask your par-
don for offering to supplement some
portions, as a serious injustice would
be done some good soldiers to leave it
aS I, Black, for instance, no
mention is made of the two 80-pound
Farrott guns manned by crews from
the 1st I. S. Inf. These guns were
brought in by ox t^ams, and had come
about 10 miles, and got into action In
time to silence the enemy's artillery or
the bluff across the river, which had
opened fire on us, and one of whos«
Knots I saw pass between an officer's
J"?"!8* an<j a tree, cutting the hitch reir
and turning the horse loose. I stood
near the 30-poUnders and watched th.
? of. the shots-as they splintered
the beech trees that grew on the rivei
k'u»f- These shots evidently precipitat¬
ed the enemy's movements, as theii
battery ceased firing and the next morn-
ing a member of the 8th Ind. found a
new General's uniform that had beer
overlooked in the hasty departure. The
two Parrott guns were commanded by
a Sergeant, who noticed me, as I waf
v earing a bandage on my head from a
wound received on May 1, and thoughI was a private of volunteers and he an
Acting Orderly-Sergeant of the Regular
Army, yet an acquaintance and friend¬
ship sprang up which lasted while we
were in visiting distance. During the
siege of Vicksburg MaJ. Malony, com¬
manding one battalion of the 1st Regu-
^,w two more 30-pounders, took

position Immediately in, the rear of my
regiment These guns did grand ser-

Iw ^°"ld easily throw their
ehot and shell into any part of the city.

W£n} especially to speak of Ben-
tons Brigade in the assault of May 22
at least of two regiments, which, in all
the accounts I have ever seen seem to
have been given little or no credit.
Eentons Brigade of Carr's Division, or
at least two regiments of it, made the
assau!t on the fort just north of the
railroad from Vicksburg to Jackson si¬
multaneous with the 22d Iowa, whom

^ stacking the fort just
fS?21 2 *

raI,road- From our bivouac
we had to approach the fort through a
narrow ravine, which we did in column,debouching right and left as we reached
open ground. The 99th 111. led the as-

ki L «uPPorted by the 18th Ind., to
which I belonged. Col. Bailey deployed[his men to the left, where they were

Hfll a hAea^ flre from both f°rt and
rifle pit. As the 18th Ind. advanced up
»h! J1164 a 8:00(5 many of
the 99th falling back, with Col. Bailey
seriously wounded. The 18th dashed
[forward to the right, and about 60 of

,nt? the d,tCh» W^ich
proved to be at least seven feet deep.
a he rest of the regiment took positionj-.st outside the ditch, and opened fire
on everything that showed itself above

breastworks. Those of us
ditch found ourselves almost

helpless, as it was so deep that we
get without help, while

he fort towered 16 or 18 feet above us
But Just at the north end of the ditch

a bulkhead of earth between
us and the rifle pit, the end of which

? «
enemy- who were per-

l 85Slt,J 4trying to flre down among us,
huddled together like a covy of quails!To prevent this three of us.all that
could stand abreast in the ditch.keptwatch of the enemy, about 15 feet away,

i £ jUr ^uns a* °ur shoulders, and if
a head, a hand or the muzzle of a gun
was exposed by them it immediatelyreceived a bullet While in this tryingposition an incident came into my own

that Tt hi *°* deep an lmPression
} probably to some extent influ-

vSf,e TOi»y Who.le after Ilfe- and which
you will permit me to relate. I had

a new Enfield rifle
r,.J ! battlefield at Big Black, which
proved to be very accurate and sound

Way 80 far M 1 knew, but while
ont the three at the head

of the ditch, where to miss a shot might
fiiSS f e* ,m7 gun two or three times

J Jfilod%the cap* Ri^ht behind
E. °°t .blg Corp'l.big-hearted Jim
More. I turned and said: "Jim, ex-

*UrL8 with me." He answered,
,

. step back, and I will take your
W?nh.hf dld' About a minute

later a bullet from another direction
hls heart. With a faint

i^'t t
fell at my feet and was dead.

As I looked at his glazing eyes the
«i»CamK t0 me* as U has manytimes since, because of the weakening

!ofjhe spring ,n my Pm he became mv
substitute and died in my stead ?

a"erward» that he had told
if. , h<L comPany that that would
im vf ? UIf. *

Soon after enteringthe ditch two of the boys drove their
bayone.s into the solid wall, by which
fhl ®olor~bearer placed our colors on

*v? *!°pe of the fort; but it was
evident that we could accomplish noth¬
ing by remaining in the pit, so we wrote
a note, which we tied to a clod, and

iTf^u ° asking for a spade, with
which we soon dug steps and made our
way out all except our dead. Just
before we got out Capt. Lows of Pn v

Son.kif?»' 1 th,"k- by '

?we got out Bome °ne sug-
we brlnfir up artillery, and

soon a brass gun, which I thought be¬
longed to Klause's 1st Ind. Battery was

"P by hand and
fbot®' tearing down the embrasures and

"g the cotton bales. We held our

V "early night, when word
5 we were to be relieved byother troops, while we returned to ourbivouac to get something to eat. As

w®.formed to go back a body of men
Mid to be Quinby's Division came up totake our places, but they had only been
there a short time till the enemy made
a determined sortie and drove them

T»!i ,QUlte heavy loss. Now, com¬
rade, this is, as I remember, the move¬
ments of Benton's Brigade, or of tworegiments of it, neither of which is
mentioned in your history. The sur¬
vivors of those regiments, I believe will

f°r clalmln* some recogni¬tion of their services that day. As to

i!ln»/30th a£d 77th IH* and 48th Ohio, I
can t say where they were that day, butI kpow none of them belonged to Ben-
18th d,son Will,ams- Co. A,
goles, ct>. alm6r 8treet- Loa An-

Cr&ftslnsr the MlaaisalppL
Editor National Tribune: I have re-

l" ^ Pape[^ from you dated Oct
1* and 26, in which I see a full state¬
ment of the Vicksburg campaign I

1863* >OU an order issued March 30,

'«?r«tdQoarte£8 thirteenth Army Corps.lnlfNimhPbiviS?onerhaUS'Command-
"General: You will order one regi¬ment, armed and equipped with 40

rounds of ammunition in their cartridgeboxes, and ammunition-wagons laden
with suitable ammunition, their campand garrison equipage and four dayj?

Is Cuecr Hereditary f
Some physicians say no, but those

who have treated the disease extensive¬
ly say that it certainly is hereditary
ST- ^a^fd M' ®ye'of 421 N, Illinois
St., Indianapolis, Indiana, a Cancer
specialist of ability, says that In hte
experience of nearly thirty years he has
treated many thousands of cases and
from his records he can trace an her¬
editary tendency in 50 per cent, of the
cases. With his Combination Oil Cure
recently discovered by him, he has
treated and cured Cancer in most ev¬
ery situation of the body and in all
^ef. He says there is no need of
the knife or burning plaster, no need
of pain or disfigurement. The Com¬
bination Oil Cure la soothing and
balmy, safe and sure. (|g)

For Ruptura
Hew Scientific ippliuet, Always a Nrfcel
lit-AdJnstabls to Aay 81m Perwi Juy,Oemfbrtable, Itnr tlift-Costs Lin
Uu Kabj Common Trussee Made

lor Ion, Wosaea or Childrea,
Bond It ob Approval-Ton Wwr It.If fot

Aro Mot Satisfied, I Refund Tear
Honey Without a Question.

T hsvs Invented a rupture wppttance "That 1 <*asafely say, by 30 years' experience to the rupture bus¬iness, it tbe only one that will absolutely bold the
rupmre and never slip, and yet la oool. ^>111 Portable,conforms to every movement of tbe body withoutchafing or hurting and ooots less than many ordinarytrusses. I iiave put the price so low that any perso^

Jas. Brlttoa, OarH ef lapt«rt by C.

rich or poor, can boy, and t absolutely guaranteeI make It to your order.send it to you.you wearand if It doesn't satisfy you send It back to me ao<will refund your money without question. That hfalrest proposition ever made by a rupture spsdalwwThe banks or tbs postmaster hers la Marshall will tsUyou that Is tbs way I do business.always absolutely
on ths square. ;Here is what 3fr. Jan Brttton, a prominent manu¬facturer of Bethlehem, Pa., wrltest ."C. E. Brooks, Bsq. Dear Sir:.I have been rup*tured six years and have always had trouble with Ittill I cot your appliance. It is very easy to wsar. fitsneat and snug, and is not In ths way any tims. day offnight In fact, at tlmss I did not know I had It en.It Just adapted Itself to the shape of the body andclung to tbs spot, no matter what position I was la.It would bs a veritable God send to ths unfortunatewho suffer from rupture, if ail could procure lbsBrooks Rupture Appliance and weaf It They cer¬tainly would naver regrlt it. My rupture Is all healed
up and nothing ever did it but your appliance. Ja*Brttton."
Ifyou have tried most everything slss, come to msLWhere others Ikll Is where I have my greatest success.Writs me to-day and I will send you my book onIltinfnM le* -1-. ..si..1.

v«aovs. x» so iust»uk awlid w uru mil UUIfCV
fall. Remember I use no salvss, no harness, no IleaJust a straight business deal at a reasonable prion,C. E. Brooks, «U Brooks Bldg., Marshall, Mich.

rations, to report opposite these head¬
quarters at 8 o'clock to-morrow morn-
ing for further orders. I would suggest
that the 69th Ind., Col. Bennet, be de«
tached for that service contemplated.
"By order of Maj.-Gen. John A. Mc-

Clernand.
"Walter B. Scates, Lieutenant-Colonel
and Adjutant-General, Milliken'f
Bend, La."
I have a full report of this expedN

tion, as we opened the way from Milli-
ken's Bend to Perkins's Plantation, 30
miles below Vicksburg, and our gun¬
boats passed Vicksburg and came to
our relief on the 26th of April, Just in
time to save us from an army of rebels; ,

2,500 strong, collected at Perkins's jPlantation. The rebel gunboats Queen i
of the West and Webb had intended 3!attack us on the 27th. Some of o\^igunboats were the Benton, Louisville,
Tuscumbia, Carondelet, Lafayette,
Mound City, Pittsburg and Cincinnati.
John M. Brown, Dayton, O.

&
Killed at Aatietaas. "^1

Editor National Tribunal Z read
rather singular coincidence In
week's issue of your valuable paper,
was there stated that the 6th Wis.-
think.lost all their color-bearers af
the battle ol Antietam. In October foj-
lowing the battle I received word that
my brother was killed in that battle.,
and buried upon the field. He was prl*
vate in the 28th Pa. I followed tha
route of the regiment to Harper's Fef-
ry, passing through Sharpsburg, where
I found the grave and 19 others buried
in a row. The boys told me that mjr
brother's regiment had been sent out
early the morning of that dreadful day,'
and that the 28th were deployed afl
skirmishers. Sharpshooters from the
enemy were alert, and every color-
bearer fell, when G. A. Hoffman, my
boy brother, seized the flag and imme¬
diately fell like the rest..J. R. Hoff¬
man, Sergeant, Co. B, 10th Md., Kewa-
nee, 111.

nMDRESSES
ANY MAN

. WlthsaMWCsMtameff
Thibet Mais ti Meri

extra pair i
©'TROUSERS I

To Introduce our twooi _

to-maoinro natal tailoring we
make this »a»q»i»U< offer of a
Salt made to joar Mraiart,la the latest En«Uah Sack StyW,well maSo aad durably lilmaw
for only e7.SS. ffualloyMrlocal tailor's $U an it, andghe
yoa an extra pair of tioa
aero of the om cloth as the ad^
or a fancy pattern It d.trod, ah*
eolaW-ly free. Sead ut poae
name aad addroas and wo will
aead yoo frro Saur^lro at
ft Send no Money

but write today to
Oents' Complsts Outfitting

D-59 KllarM 8C, CbUa«o.
' Rof: Royal Trust Ool Bout, chicago; Capital SIjnes^SMi
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DEAFNESS CURED
By "Actina."

Ninety-five per cent, of all cases ofdeafhess brought
to our attentlou is the result of chronic catarrh of the

throat and middle ear. The Inner ear
cannot be reached by probing or spray¬
ing, hence tbe Inabilitv to obtain a cure
by old methods. That there is a scleuUfts
cure for deafness and catarrh is demon¬
strated every day by the use of "Aot~
ina." "Actina" also cures tMhmm,
bronchitis, sore throat, weak 1tings,
colds and headache; aud all other ali¬
ments that are directly or Indirectly
due to catarrh. "Actina" is sent oil
trial, postpaid. Call or write us about
your case. We give advice free aad
Btive proof or cures. A valuable

e. Prof. Wilson's 100-page Treatise
on Disease, Free. Address New Tom

A London Electric Association, Dept. 01D, 92S Walnut
Street, Kansas City, Mo.

Alphabetical List of Battles
Or Eacyclopcdia of the Wars,
With Date* Areas 1794 tm laee,

FROM OFFICIAL RECORDS.
The PENSION BUREAU uses It to de¬

termine dates of battles and incidents ol
the various wars.
Any one of the S.220 battles, skit)

mlshes, and other incidents of the CM
War, or of the 1.151 engagements of the
Ssasith War, with losses In each, eaa
be referred to aa easily aa to a word IB
the dictionary.

It csalestM late tie ktek, ef SM
sagea, practically all tbe ksswleage «i
the various wan.
All prtaelpsl eveata are fhrea aa the#

occurred from day to day,.this is worth
the price of the book.

It gives a list of Pension ratings, n,
S. Pension Agencies, Soldiers' Homes,
Camps, National Cemeteries, and Numbea
of Troops furnished by States; in fact
it Is a Dlctloaary of laforaaatftoa of the
varteaa wan.
Neatly bound, sent post paid. Price

91.00.
If you are not pleased with the booh,return it and get your money.Address: N. A. STILAIT,

Mif ttW Street N. W. Waahlwgtno Q. C.


